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Third Sunday of Advent 



PARISH INFORMATION 
 

Reverend John Picinic, Pastor 
Reverend Alfred Onyutha, Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Jerry Jablonowski 
Deacon Joseph Kain 
Mrs. Julie LaRosa, Director, Youth Ministry  
Mrs. Judi DiBabbo, Director, Faith Forma on 
Mrs. Joanne Raggio, Administra ve Assistant 
Mrs. Linda Johansson, Business Manager 
Mrs. Charlene Campbell, Safe Environment 
Mrs. Candice Kelly-Devine, Religious Ed Office 
Mrs. Jeanne Passanante, Choir Director 
Mrs. Elayne Cipolla, Religious Ed Office Assistant 
Kathryn O’Callaghan, Notre Dame Intern 
Mr. John Cafagna, Principal of OLOH 
 

Parish Office  
Open weekdays from 9 AM-12 PM & 1-4 PM  
and Monday through Thursday from 6-8 PM 
and the 2nd & 4th Sundays, 9 AM-Noon 
226 Hurffville Road 
Sewell, New Jersey 08080 
856-228-1616 fax—856-228-6332 
www.churcho heholyfamily.org 
 

Chris an Forma on Office  
Open weekdays Monday—Thursday  
from 10 AM—4 PM 
856-228-2215 
Our Lady of Hope Regional School 
420 South Blackhorse Pike 
Blackwood, New Jersey 08012 
(856) 227-4442 

Liturgical Schedule 
Saturday Evening Mass 
     4:30 PM 
Sunday Mass 
     8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM & 6:00 PM 
Daily Mass 
     9:00 AM (and 7:00 PM on First Fridays) 
Holy Day Schedule (please check the bulle n) 
     7:00 PM (Vigil), 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM 
Confessions 
     Saturday Morning at 9:30 AM 
     Saturday A ernoon from 3:45 to 4:25 PM 
     First Fridays at 6:30 PM or by appointment 
Adora on of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
     Tuesday from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM 
     First Friday from 7:30 PM to 9:00 AM Saturday 
Rosary 
      Monday through Saturday at 8:30 a.m. 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
     Wednesdays a er the 9:00 AM Mass 

 
In the event of dire emergencies call 856– 352-2198—

if you or a family member is in the hospital or  
needs the Sacrament of Anoin ng. 

 

Informa on about Preparing for Bap sm or Marriage 
may be found on our parish website. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 
4:30 p.m.—Sam & Lola LaPalombara req. by Rita Moffo, Anne & Al Iannelli,  
 Iannelli Twins and their Family 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 
8:00 a.m.—Frank M. DeVecchis req. by John & Lynn Rinylo 
10:00 a.m.—Mul ple Inten ons 
 People of the Parish 
 Parents of Charles & Isabella Diodato 
 Viginia Diaz (2nd Anniv.) req. by Daughter, Nikkita & Family 
 Vincent Aucello req. by His Daughters, Karen & Rosemarie 
 Frank & Mary Reale req. by the Reale Family 
 Connie Szymendera req. by Husband, Tony 
 Robert C. Dailey, Sr. 
11:30 a.m.—William F. McWilliams req. by Ray & Beth O’Shea 
6:00 p.m.—Gloria & Anthony Sentenari req. by their Daughter & Family 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 17 
9:00 a.m.—Rose DeBellis req. by Husband, Ron 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18 
9:00 a.m.—Rosalie Dunhour req. by Her Husband, Charles  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19 
9:00 a.m.—Rose & Salvatore DiPaola req. by Son-in-law, Charles 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20 
9:00 a.m.—Mariann Pawlak req. by Husband, Ken 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21 
9:00 a.m.—Living & Dec’d Members of the Iacovone Family req. by Therese  
                     Meagher 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22 
9:00 a.m.—Stefan & Julia Savnych and August Pelllin, III req. by the Family 
4:30 p.m.—Dec’d Members of the Kerr & Procopio Families req. by Pat & Cathy  
                     Kerr 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 
8:00 a.m.—George & Catherine Tedesco & Nicholas Annucci req. by their Family 
10:00 a.m.—Rosemary & Leo Troy and John & Rose Finn req. by the Troy Family 
11:30 a.m.—Mul ple Inten ons 
 Anna & Domenicoantonio Nelli req. by Ron Vincenzo & Family 
 William & Marie Carroll req. by their Daughter, Marie 
 George & Nancy Schieri req. by the Family 
 Maura Walsh 
 Frank DeVecchis req. by Giavanna Cavaliere 
 Inten ons of the 1st Catholic Slovak Ladies Assoc. req. by Carol Medica 
 Bertha Lambert req. by the Faichtyger Family 
 People of the Parish  
6:00 p.m.—Warren Beadling req. by His Wife, Sandra & Sons 

We are happy to welcome the following into our Christian Community, 
R  C  P  IV 

 
We ask the Lord to grant eternal rest unto all the faithful departed, especially 

F  E  K , J .  



Reflections from Father John Upcoming Liturgy & Confession Times 
 

2018 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE (Confessions) 
Monday, Dec. 17, 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, Dec. 18, 7:00 p.m. Penance Service at 
St. Charles Borromeo Church, 176 Stagcoach Road, Sicklerville 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Christmas Eve 

Monday, December 24, Vigil Masses 
4:00 p.m. (Church & Hall) 

6:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day 
Tuesday, December 25 

12:00 a.m. – Midnight Mass in Church  
8:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
11:30 a.m. 

No Evening Mass 
 

NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE 
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 

(Holyday of Obligation) 
Monday, December 31, 2018  

Vigil Mass—5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 1, 2019 

8:00 a.m.  
10:00 a.m. 

No Evening Mass 

Pa ence Please in Parking and Pews! 
Please remember that the par cipa on at Mass for 
Christmas will increase significantly which means that 
there will be difficul es parking and finding places in the 
Church (or hall).   
 

Please use common sense and courtesy.  Arrive early for 
Mass and be mindful of those who need a place to sit.  
Please help make those visi ng feel welcome during this 
very special and holy me. 

Please join us next Sunday for the Lucky 7 
Sweepstakes drawing at 11:45 in the Aquin Parish 
Hall.   
 

Please note, you need not be present to win. 

 In today’s Gospel the verse that jumped off the page 
for me was, “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  
John’s Baptism was for persons acknowledging their 
sinfulness and for the remission of their sins, the difference 
with the Baptism that would be commanded by Christ, is that 
it was not only for the remission of sins, but one would also 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 I take it most of us here, besides any catechumens or 
visitors were baptized and many of us were more than likely 
baptized as infants, again except for those who converted later 
in life.  This beautiful gift that John speaks of and that Jesus 
eventually commands, “Go forth and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” has been given to us.  It began 
with the Incarnation. 
 The Incarnation of Christ is that moment when Mary 
said, “yes,” to the Angel and she conceived Jesus in her 
womb.  The Son of God took on flesh.  This is a profound 
theological statement, one that has been studied, examined, 
written about, and reflected on for the last 2,000 years.  The 
Incarnation and eventually the birth of Christ has incredible 
meaning, that God would come close to us.  In that coming 
close to us He shares everything with us.  In our Baptism we 
in a very deep and intimate way are united to Christ’s Passion 
on the Cross as well as His Resurrection.  We die and we rise 
with Him that is the gift that is given to us through the Holy 
Spirit.  There is no greater intimacy that a person can share 
with another; we share death and life with our Lord.  The only 
thing that would come close or resemble this profound 
intimacy is marriage. 
 We become one flesh with our Lord, for as St. Paul 
says, “It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me.”  
Baptism is our marriage (so to speak) to the Trinity, the One 
God.  So, please think for a moment, if Jesus has given us this 
gift and this fire as John the Baptist says then are we not 
moved by knowing that Jesus reaches out to me?  Jesus comes 
close and remains close no matter what.  And yet, what about 
this fire?  My coaches would say to us, “You got to have fire in 
your belly!”  They were basically telling us that you have to 
have a passion for what you were doing, a motivational drive 
that went beyond just simply winning and losing, but a love 
for the game.  God has lit this fire in us, He has put the fire in 
our bellies.  The question becomes, “Do you feel it?” 
 The drive, the motivation, the desire was given to us 
when the Spirit filled us and we became born again and made 
new in Baptism.  My goodness, what a gift!  I pray that as we 
have been moving through Advent that you are realizing this 
gift more and more, the gift that is inside of you, that gift my 
friends is none other than our Lord Himself and there is no 
Christmas present in the world that can be its equal.  My dear 
friends, God has come close to us more so than we could 
possibly ever imagine.  God bless you and keep that fire 
burning! 
 
 God bless you, 
 Father John 



Pray for the Sick This Week at Holy Family 

Pray for those Serving in the Military 

Compassionate Outreach 

If you wish to have a name included in the sick list please 
contact the parish office.  Please pray for our those listed 
below. 
Denise Allen, Myrna Anderson, Eladia Angud, Ann Ashton, Frances & Eric 
Berg, Helen Bernhardt, Kieran Billmann, Dorothy Blaszczyk, Theresa 
Bonato, Erin Bossart, Linda Boyer, James Boylan, Jeanne Brown, Stephanie 
Brown, Dana Buri, Catherine Bush, Denielle Candolora, Michael Caporale, 
Devon Carbery, Denise Carson, Dee Cericola, Joe Cericola, Adele Charlton, 
Jaime Cherry-Kline, William Cherry, Harry Chew, Frank Chiriaco, Doreen 
Clark, Mike Cosmo, Irene Cramer, Luca Cundo, Wendel Decena, Ernest 
Dellapia, Joseph Derr, Louis DeSantis, Patricia DeSantis, Pete Desjardins, 
Carol DeVera, Ian Diaz, Noah DiGennaro, Rose DiLucido, Jim Donato, 
Veronica Egan, Nancy Ellis, Vince Esposito, Larry Ferringo, Holly Fitzgerald, 
Hortensia Formoso, Mary Jean Forde, Domenick Frese, Dee Galloway, 
Joseph Gazzara, John Gigliotti, Jane & Steve Gismondi. Tristan Joel 
Gonzales, Claire Grzechowiak, Harry Guim, Jimmy Hanna, J. T. Hayes, 
Mackenzie Faith Heil, Paul Heitman, Lourdes Carrasquillo-Hicks, William 
Hines, Andrea Holland, Joseph Huber, Caitlyn Janowski, Layla Jay, Emerita 
Lacuanan, Tara Lanzalotti, Joann Lanzilotti, Vincent Lanzilotti, Kara 
Lavender, Marie Letts, Michele Lewandowski, Jillian Loeb, Angelica Luague, 
Jeannine MacGarvey, Ruth Maiese, Joseph P. Mann, Dorothy Mansfield, 
Edward Manzo III, Mary Marinaro, Milana Marino, Matthew Martin, Nicole 
Mason, Sam Mayberry, Dr. Sidney Maycock Jr., Christine Mazzola, Tom 
McDevitt, Amanda McPoyle, Johnny Miller, Anne Molavi, Lois Murray, 
Patricia Nichter, Bill O’Keefe, Erin O’Keefe, Anita & Nicholas Oriente, Cindy 
Ortiz, Bill Overholt, Mary Ann Pagano, Mary Ann Panto, Dan Paolucci, 
Barbara Paquet, Constance Pfeifer, Trish Pisauro, Barbara Rodier, Michael 
Root, Drew Ross, Joyce R., Monica Rushing, Michael Sagan, Rosa Santos, 
Joe Sapienza, Patricia Sawyer, Jim Scanlon Jr., Mike Schuenemann, Alice 
Schwartz, Daniel Sciacca, Mildred Shirley, Gloria Jean Sims, Danielle 
Speiser, Tom Suski, John Taylor, Joseph Teti, Lena Tietjen, Belle Turner, 
Marion Tuso, Vince Ursino, Tom Venti, Frank Phyllis Vespe-Yuchmiw, Dylan 
Vitucci, Jenn Ward, Amy Wassmuthm, Joseph Wehrman, Felicia Whipkey, 
Bridget Williamson, Kurt Wohlgemuth, Terry Quinn, Marge Ziegenfuss, Mark 
Zimmerman, Marie Zuccarello 

Please call the parish office if a loved one needs a priest. 

Parish Prayer Line 

Sunday, December 16 
Na vity Play Prac ce—11:00 a.m., Aquin Parish Hall 

Youth Dinner—7:00 p.m., Aquin Parish Hall 
AA Men’s Mee ng—7:30 p.m., Basement Mee ng Room 

Monday, December 17 
Confessions—9:30 a.m., Church 

Hearts—5:00 p.m., Aquin 
SVDP Holiday Basket Distribu on—6:00 p.m., Aquin 

RCIAT—6:30 p.m., Aquin 
Tuesday, December 18 

Adora on—9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Chapel 
Confessions—9:30 a.m., Church 

OWLS Christmas Luncheon—12:00 noon, Offsite 
Youth Rosary—6:00 p.m., Aquin 
Youth Choir—6:15 p.m., Aquin 

Penance Service—7:00 p.m., St. Charles Borromeo Church 
Adult Bible Study—7:15 p.m., Aquin 

Young Adult Group—7:30 p.m., Aquin 
Bap sm Prep—7:30 p.m., Church 

RCIA—7:30 p.m., Aquin 
Two Hearts Prayer Group—7:30 p.m., Aquin 

Al Anon—7:30 p.m., Basement Mee ng Room 
Wednesday, December 19 

Hearts—6:00 p.m., Aquin Parish Hall 
GA Mee ng—7:30 p.m., Basement Mee ng Room 

Thursday, December 20 
Church Bridge—1:00 p.m., Aquin 
Adult Choir—7:00 p.m., Church 

Na vity Play—7:00 p.m., Aquin Parish Hall 
AA Mee ng—8:30 p.m., Basement Mee ng Room 

Friday, December 21 
Saturday, December 22 

AA Mee ng—9:00 a.m., Basement Mee ng Room 
Confessions—9:30-10:30 a.m., Church 
Confessions—3:15-4:15 p.m., Church 

If you have a friend or loved one serving in 
the military – please call the parish office, 
228-1616, or send his/her name to 
joanne.raggio@churchoftheholyfamily.org so 
that we may include them in our prayers 
throughout the year. 
 

Please pray for:  Brandon Balsama, Ryan Bandy, Marc-Anthony 
Bartolomeo, Nicholas Bedingfield, Adam Beitz, Patrick Billmann,  
Michael Blaszczyk, Antonio Brino, Kevin Britt, Mark Burns, Tim 
Campbell, Drakkar Carter, Christopher Cassidy, Calvin Colclough, 
Dylan Colclough, Tom Cunningham, Luke Demas, Daniel 
DiGiuseppe, Mark Dillon, Nicole Domingo, Eric Dougherty, Alex 
Driscoll, Lee Elsas, Geraldo Pabon Giglio, Giana Pabon Giglio, John 
Glass, Sean Grunwell,  Steven Horne, William Hossain, Tim Johnson, 
Matthew Jordan, Thomas Keefer, Matthew Lopane, Salvatore Lopresti 
Jr., Ryan Maiden, John Mangino, Connor Matthews, Lisa Taylor-
McGuire, Sean McKinney, Casey Monaghan, Sean Monaghan, Daniel 
J. Nardiello, Chris O'Brien, Melissa Owens, Nadia Pascetta, Joseph 
Penn, Samantha Preis, Jake Ridgway, Jesse Ridgway, Peter Saragnese, 
Aaron Schmidt, Corey James Schwartz, Greg Smith, Nicholas Smith, 
Michael Stadlman, Brett Staffieri, Sean Patrick Stailey, Nicholas 
Terasov, Sean Troy, Jeff Weitzman, Tyler Willette, Leo Wyzsynski 

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Line,  please call  
Joan with your intention, 856-589-3964. 

All requests are held in confidence. 

A Great Way You Can Help a Hur ng Friend— 
Do you have a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or rela ve who has 
been struggling with the loss of a loved one, loneliness, cancer, a 
layoff, reloca on, divorce, a spiritual crisis, recupera on, single 
parenthood, or any of countless other life challenges?  Our 
Stephen Ministers can provide them with the focused care, 
encouragement, and support they need to make it through the 
crisis.  If you, or someone you know, could benefit from this 
confiden al, one-to-one care of a Stephen Minister, please 
contact the Stephen Ministry Leadership through the Parish 
Office (856-228-1616) or by email:  

stephenministry@churcho heholyfamily.org 

Cancer Care Ministry 
Are you, a family member or friend struggling with cancer?  

You don’t have to suffer alone. Our Cancer Care Ministry 
provides practical support, home help care, courage, com-
passion and above all HOPE to every person in our commu-
nity affected by cancer. To find out more, please contact 
Michelle Jagielski at (856) 228-1616 or email at HolyFami-
lyOJOH@gmail.com 



LUCKY “7” CLUB 
$50 per cket  (only 1000 ckets will be sold) 
Drawing: Sunday, December 23 at 12:45 p.m.  
 

It’s not too late…. 
You s ll have an opportunity to obtain a 
chance to win one of seven cash prizes 
that will be awarded next Sunday.  Just 
return your check for $50 including your 
name, address and phone number to the 
parish office or in the collec on basket.  
Paid ckets may be picked up in the 
gathering space a er weekend masses or 
at the parish office during the week. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
If you know of someone — family, friend, child or adult— 
undergoing a serious illness that could benefit by receiving a shawl, 
please call Donna at 582-7578.  The shawls are crocheted or 
kni ed with prayer and love for the spiritual and physical health of 
the person who receives it.  

Look at the Calendar... 
 

It's time for that 5-year tune-up!  
We would never expect a car to run 
smoothly forever without a tune-up, so 
why do we expect our marriage 
relationship to keep running smoothly 
without a little maintenance?  
 
The Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend gives married couples the tools to keep their 
relationship in top running condition.   

To schedule that tune-up, go on line to  
wwme-southjersey.org. 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DINNER 

Saturday, January 5 @ 6:00  

We are blessed here at Holy Family 
to have so many who translate their 
love for God into service in just 
about every area of parish ministry.  
There is no way to thank each and 
every one of you (or your spouses) 
individually, but we can gather 
together to celebrate your spirit and 
the rich blessing that you are to our 
parish.   

You and your spouse (or guest) are invited to join us on 
Saturday, January 5 at 6:00 for dinner & dancing —so hold 
off on the New Years resolu on and let Holy Family say 
“thanks”!   

Our Lady of Hope Regional School 
NOW ENROLLING FOR 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

Thank you to all who joined us for our recent Open House!  
 

Our Lady of Hope Regional Catholic School 
is now enrolling for the 2019-2020 school 
year.  Please call our Advancement Director, 
Betty, to set up your personal tour—856-
227-4442. 

Registra on for 2019-2020 School Year 

Children’s Na vity Play 
Plan now to join fellow parishioners as 
our children present the Na vity Play 
on Thursday, December 20 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Aquin Center Parish Hall.   
 

Refreshments will be served following 
the performance. 

It is not too late to help us with decora ng our 
church with flowers, especially the sanctuary, 
for the Christmas Season.   
 
 

Flower envelopes may be placed in the 
collec on basket at Masses through Christmas 
or may be dropped off at the parish office.  
We thank you in advance for your generosity 
as we remember our loved ones during these 
holy nights. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
Hospital Chaplaincy is looking for new volunteers to visit the 
sick to bring them Holy Communion at the local South Jersey 
hospitals.  
 
If you are a Catholic Extraordinary Minister and can commit a 
few hours a month, please contact Fr. Sanjai Devis at 856-583-
6130 or sdevis@camdendiocese.org for more informa on  

Welcome, Winter 2018! 
This year the Winter Sols ce occurs on December 21, 5:23 
p.m. EST, making it the shortest day of the year.  We will then 
begin to gain two minutes of daylight daily un l summer 
arrives in June 2019 to provide us with the longest day of the 
year. 



Bap sm Prep—Parents must a end a 
prep class before Bap sm is conferred.  
Expectant parents as well as Godparents 
are encouraged to a end. It is impera ve 
that you register in advance for a class.   
 

Tuesday, January 8 
Tuesday, February 12 

 

Classes begin at 7:30 p.m. in the church. 
Plan ahead by calling the Charlene at 228-
1616, ext. 242 to schedule. 

JDR 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17;  
 Mt 1:1-17 
Tuesday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;  
 Mt 1:18-25 
Wednesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab,  
 16-17; Lk 1:5-25 
Thursday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Lk 1:26-38 
Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;  
 Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
Saturday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56 
Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19;  
 Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 

“Have no anxiety at all, but in 
everything, by prayer and pe on, 
with thanksgiving, make your requests 
known to God.”  (P  4:6) 
 
St. Paul reminds us that our God is an 
abundant God, the ul mate giver of gi s.  He promises to 
give us all that we need.  When we trust that God will take 
care of us, it is easier for us to live Stewardship by sharing 
what we have been given. 
 

              Received        Budgeted      Difference 
December 2, 2018           $18,926           $16,250           $2,676 
FY 2018 to date             $336,732         $373,750       -$37,018 
 

Your generosity to your parish is appreciated! 

RSVP is always helpful in planning but not required 
jlarosa@churchoftheholyfamily.org 

 

Thank you to the Pray and Houck Families for preparing 
breakfast at the Ronald McDonald House in Camden on 12/1!  
 

The RMDH Meal Program is run through our Youth Ministry 
Office and provides families select dates, funding and help in 
preparing for this service.  This opportunity is offered monthly 
for families to par cipate. If your family is interested please 
email jlarosa@churcho heholyfamily.org for a list of available 
dates in 2019! 
 

Christmas Caroling—12/16 ...All 
5th-8th and 9th-12th graders are 
invited for our 8th Annual 
Christmas Caroling and Cookie 
Night! Join us from 7:00-9:00 p.m. to carol to the neighbors of 
Holy Family and then gathering at the Aquin Center for hot 
cocoa and Christmas cookies!  We'll be walking on Dorado 
Avenue and the two courts.  Dress for the weather!  
 
Please RSVP so we can plan. Ques ons? Please let us know! 
We hope you will join us for this favorite holiday tradi on! 

Youth Ministry News 

 Years ago, the trick question on religion quizzes 
would be to name all the liturgical colors, or the 
colors of the vestments worn at Mass. Rose is a 
color seldom seen, used at most two days a year. 
Today, “Gaudete Sunday,” is one of those days. The 
name of the day is drawn from an opening verse in 
the old Latin Mass texts: Gaudete is Latin for 
“Rejoice!” This year’s Gospel certainly reflects that 
mood as Elizabeth feels her infant within her 
leaping for joy at the presence of Mary. Mary’s visit 
to her aged cousin is an act of compassion between 
women, as two kinswomen who are bearing 
children into the world share their joy. 
 Some churches retain the custom of having the 
priest wear rose vestments today, and many will 
use a rose candle in the Advent wreath. Violet is 
the official color for Advent and Lent, but many 
parishes employ different hues for each season, 
trying to keep them distinct. In medieval times, dye 
was costly, and poor parishes used unornamented 
plain cloth for vestments. Dyes were expensive and 
some colors, particularly purple, difficult to 
achieve.  In England, purple dye was made from 
mollusks, yielding at best a deep indigo or blue and 
not the desired violet.  Thus, the color of Advent in 
the British Isles has long been a deep blue, 
reminding many people of Mary’s presence at the 
heart of the Advent mystery. That theology is 
largely unplanned: it’s all because of the clams! 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITIONS 

This year, we encourage you to make a New Year’s resolution 
that will make a big difference for you and our parish 
community:  commit to consistent giving.  This can be 
difficult, but we have a tool that will make it just a bit easier.  
Those who give online tend to give more and give consistently. 
Through our secure Online Giving program, accessible from 
www.churchoftheholyfamily.org, you can set up recur r ing 
or one-time gifts, contribute to specific funds, and see your 
giving history at anytime. 

Consider Using Online Giving  
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